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Topics Outline 

 What is the international  
Register of Alerting Authorities? 

 Why is the Register necessary? 

 What are the key features  
of the Register? 

 How are the Register entries 
maintained? 

 How are U.S. alerting authorities 
represented in the Register? 
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 Established by WMO (Public Weather 
Services) and ITU-T (using the OID register) 

 Identifies officially recognized alerting 
authorities, asserted by WMO Members  
(treaty among 183 nations and 6 territories) 

 Register has categories of alert messages, 
plus URL's for forecasts and CAP messages  

 Users of alert messages and others can 
subscribe to a news feed to stay current  
with any changes to the Register 

What is the international  

Register of Alerting Authorities?   
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Why is the Register necessary? 

 Aggregators and other intermediaries typically  

lack direct knowledge needed to distinguish  

an authoritative source of alert messages 

 This lack becomes more critical as alerting  

makes more use of large public networks 

 The Register of Alerting Authorities is  

a reference to address that knowledge gap 

 Each Register entry asserts that a particular 

source of alert messages is regarded by a 

WMO Member as authoritative for particular 

categories of hazards over a particular area  



5 April 2012 The International Register of Alerting Authorities 5 

What are the key features of the Register?   
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RSS Feed for Changes in Registered Authorities   
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The  

Register   

itself is 

linked  

to the 

ISO/ITU 

OID 

Tree 
  

http:/www.oid-info.com/get/2.49.0 

http://www.oid-info.com/get/2.49.0
http://www.oid-info.com/get/2.49.0
http://www.oid-info.com/get/2.49.0
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Register   

entries 

are 

typically 

linked  

to a 

nation 
  

http:/www.oid-info.com/get/2.49.0.0 

http://www.oid-info.com/get/2.49.0.0
http://www.oid-info.com/get/2.49.0.0
http://www.oid-info.com/get/2.49.0.0
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U.S. 

entry  

in the 

OID  

tree 

links 

back  

to the 

WMO 

register 
  

http:/www.oid-info.com/get/2.49.0.0.840 

link to US entry  
in the Register 

http://www.oid-info.com/get/2.49.0.0.840
http://www.oid-info.com/get/2.49.0.0.840
http://www.oid-info.com/get/2.49.0.0.840
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How are the Register entries maintained? 

 A Letter was sent to all PR’s with WMO  

in November 2009 describing the 

Register 

 Each PR should have responded by 

designating an “editor” to maintain  

the Register records for all alerting 

authorities asserted by the Member 

 The editor is then approved by PWS  

and selects a personal password 

 Each editor should then maintain the  

Register entries on behalf of the Member    
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How are U.S. alerting authorities 

represented in the Register? 

“the National Weather Service...provides, in coordination 
with the Federal Emergency Management Agency, 
public dissemination of critical pre-event and post-event 
information of all hazards, including natural disasters  
and terrorist events. The National Weather Service  
all-hazards support authority emanates primarily from 
the National Response Framework as authorized by  
The Homeland Security Act of 2002, codified 
predominantly as amended in sections 101 to 557  
of title 6 of the United States Code, and The Robert  
T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance 
Act, codified as amended sections 5121 to 5206 of  
title 42 of the United States Code.” 
 
http://www-db.wmo.int/alerting/authorities.asp?recId=177 

http://www-db.wmo.int/alerting/authorities.asp?recId=177
http://www-db.wmo.int/alerting/authorities.asp?recId=177
http://www-db.wmo.int/alerting/authorities.asp?recId=177
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The U.S. has many alerting authorities 
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Update U.S. Entries in the Register 

 Should SDR support NWS in updating the 

Register with U.S. Federal agency entries? 

 

 Should Register entries correspond to the 

approved IPAWS COG ’s? 

 



5 April 2012 The International Register of Alerting Authorities 15 

Register of Alerting Authorities 

http://www.wmo.int/alertingorg 

 D I S C U S S I O N ?     

http://www.wmo.int/alertingorg
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Administrative Procedure for  
Registering WMO Alerting Identifiers 

http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/ 
amp/pwsp/documents/AIR_PWS-20.pdf 

 

http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/amp/pwsp/documents/AIR_PWS-20.pdf
http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/amp/pwsp/documents/AIR_PWS-20.pdf
http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/amp/pwsp/documents/AIR_PWS-20.pdf
http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/amp/pwsp/documents/AIR_PWS-20.pdf

